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Tips on Oral Exams 
Mg. Myrian Casamassima & Prof. Florencia Insua 

 
 

e all have had to sit for exams and, however successful we may have 

been on former occasions, we fear that next time we might stumble and 

fall. Much has been said about what to do and what not to do before and 

during examination time, but here we go again with a few fresh tips, we hope, on oral 

production. 

 

PART I:  

EXAM PREPARATION 

 

Away from jerky 
thinking 
 
If you have teenage students, you will 

surely understand what we mean by 

“jerky thinking”. It is this peculiar way – 

at least peculiar for us, the older 

generations – to leap from one thing to 

another with no obvious connection. 

This must be the result, in all 

probability, of battles won over and over 

again in video games and hours of 

hypertext reading on computer screens, 

where a single text seems to have 

overgrown into many through a myriad 

of possible links just by clicking here 

and there.  

 

One assumption may be that this has 

led our students to thinking jerkily, in 

opposition to our more linear style. On 

the grounds that language and thought 

are tightly interwoven, at least when 

thought is verbal, we might suspect that 

students who think this way will speak 

this way as well. I can see you are 

nodding, probably while you remember 

W
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your students´ oral production in exam 

preparation. 

We cannot change the way our 

students process information. On the 

contrary, I wish I could change my own 

to think their way and have more 

flexibility of mind! But one thing we can 

do is help them structure what they say. 

How? 

 

When you give your students a task for 

oral practice, you can try the following 

ideas: 

 Have your students write down 

their answer on paper and read 

it aloud to you so that together 

you can work on its 

organization. This is one way in 

which you can show your 

students that when we talk, it is 

important to assess how we say 

things.  

 Write a possible answer to the 

task and divide it in three parts: 

describe, give your opinion and 

say why. Copy each part on a 

separate slip of paper. Give 

your students the slips and ask 

them to put them in a logical 

order. This exercise may help 

your students organize their 

ideas when they talk. Students 

generally need a model to fully 

understand what is expected 

from them.  

 Ask the students to give their 

own answer to the task by 

following the three-step model 

above. 

 If you have a camera in your 

computer, use it to film the 

students answering an oral task. 

If you do not have a camera, 

ask the students to film 

themselves at home and to 

bring the file to the next class. 

This can help you and your 

students go over the answer 

several times so that you can 

improve on it. 

 Give the students a task that 

they have already done. You do 

not need to give them a new 

task every time they practise for 

the oral exam. Task repetition 

generally provides opportunities 

for improvement and helps the 

students gain self-confidence. If 

you wish, you can introduce a 

small change in the task in order 

to give it a different twist and 

turn. 

 In oral tasks where interaction in 

pairs is expected, have the 

students play a game. Each one 

has to make a comment and 

ask a question to keep the 

interaction going. The student 

that fails to follow this 

organization loses the game. 

This simple exercise will help 
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the students begin to structure 

oral interaction. 

 

Away from lack of self-
confidence 
 
If your students are adults, they may 

need to feel that they can control the 

exam situation because generally the 

more control they can exert, the more 

self-confident they tend to become. We 

often hear them complain that they did 

not do so well in the exam because 

they did not have the vocabulary to talk 

about a certain topic. We, teachers, 

know that it is not just the vocabulary 

that makes a student succeed in oral 

performance, but what matters here is 

what our adult students believe. If they 

think that vocabulary will strengthen 

their oral production, they will surely 

make the effort to remember key 

phrases.  

 

When you give your adult students a 

task for oral practice, you can try the 

following ideas: 

 Help the students prepare for 

the task by asking them to write 

down all the vocabulary that 

comes to their minds in relation 

to it. You may wish to improve 

on this preliminary list before the 

students actually rehearse the 

task. Another possible path is to 

work on expanding the list once 

the task has been completed 

and then to have a second go at 

the same task in the light of this 

revised list. 

 Ask the students to go over their 

vocabulary lists and to highlight 

the phrases that they did not 

use. Work together with the 

students to show them how that 

vocabulary could have been 

used. 

 Before you give the students an 

oral task, make your own list of 

highly frequent words such as 

“nice”, “like”, “think”, “go”. While 

the students are performing the 

task, make a cross next to each 

word every time the students 

say it. This is to show them that 

we tend to compromise with 

neutral language and that in the 

oral exam it will be beneficial to 

use more colourful vocabulary. 

Help the students replace these 

words by others, thus improving 

on the range of their vocabulary.  

 You can play a game about the 

overuse of neutral language. 

You can give your students a 

task and allow them to use the 

neutral words only once. The 

second time that they use them, 

they lose the game. 

 Make a list of possible topics for 

the oral exam on the basis of 
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the textbook and of your own 

experience about frequent 

topics at different levels such as 

holidays, movies, books, 

Christmas, jobs, family and so 

on. Make sure the students 

have this list. Every time you do 

an oral task, tick off the topic. 

This will give the adult learners 

the feeling that they are 

covering everything and they 

will become more self-confident.  

 Have your adult students read in 

a loud voice a short passage 

from the stories. At this point, 

you have already worked on the 

readers so the texts are not 

unknown to the students. As 

preparation for the oral exam, 

they may profit from a bit of 

reading aloud and pronunciation 

work. 

 Have your adult students make 

a list of the words that they find 

difficult to pronounce. This is a 

personalized list that will vary 

from student to student. When 

the difficulty lies in pronouncing 

a sound that should not be 

pronounced as in “could”, where 

some students pronounce /l/, 

simply ask your learners to use 

a correction pen to cover the 

letters “l” and “o”. As a result, 

they will see “cud” on their list 

and they will manage to come 

closer to the right pronunciation. 

Adult learners tend to 

pronounce exactly what they 

see in writing. 

 

Away from worries 
If your students are children, you can 

begin to relax. In general, children are 

so versatile and flexible that they can 

profit from virtually anything we do in 

the classroom. As preparation for the 

oral exam, make sure you have them 

work orally every single class by 

talking, playing, singing, saying rhymes, 

and so on through as much tangible 

input as you can. They will naturally 

manage. For tasks that require longer 

speaking turns, you may need to carry 

out some training with your students as, 

in general, they are used to being 

asked questions. Here too you may 

need to help them structure a bit what 

they say by resorting to the information 

provided in the cards. 

 

This “away from worries” section is 

actually about us, teachers. We all get 

anxious about how well our students 

will perform at examination time. 

However, we must be on the alert not to 

give the impression that we are anxious 

as anxiety is a catchy disease and can 

cause an epidemic among students and 

parents. Throughout the process of 

exam preparation, make sure that at all 
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times you convey the message 

“everything will be fine”. Remember that 

your students see you as their referent.  

 

 

PART II:  

DURING THE EXAM  
Oral exams generate an extra dose of 

stress in students. They tend to believe 

that oral exams are more difficult than 

the written part. There is no time to 

think, go back and correct. Granted, but 

there is a something that oral exams 

have, and that is that they are 

interactive. They involve a dialogue 

between student and assessor.  

What can students do in the exam? 

 
1. Greet the examiner, introduce 

themselves, smile. Be polite. 
 

2. Listen to questions carefully and 
follow instructions. Ask the 
examiner to repeat or rephrase 
a question if they don’t 
understand. 
 
 

3. Make a pause to organize their 
thoughts. Use linkers and fillers 
when necessary. 
 

4. Don’t let one mistake lead to a 
chain of others and affect the 
rest of the exam. Students are 
not expected to be perfect but it 
is always good to show that they 
can correct themselves. 

 
 

5. Make eye contact with the 
examiner 

 

6. Be direct and go to the point but 
don’t be monosyllabic. Be ready 
to expand your answers: This 
may include justifying opinions 
and ideas. 

7. Express personal opinions, 
emotions and feelings. 

8. Avoid using Spanish when they 
don’t know the word in English  

9. Thank the instructor after the 
exam 
 

10. Try to be natural.  

 
It is true that exams are stressful and 

there is a lot of pressure on students, 

pressure they feel to give a good 

performance for themselves, their 

teachers and their parents. They all 

have big expectations about this day. 

Students should give their best, but 

there some aspects of exams that are 

unpredictable and emotional factors 

may have a lot of influence on students’ 

performance. This is why it is important 

to remind students and parents, and 

remind ourselves for that matter, that 

exams and certifications play an 

important role in our society but it is 

what they have learnt throughout the 
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year and how they feel about learning 

that really matter. 

 

 

Final words 

 
As fresh as they may be, these tips 

seem to show us that we need different 

strategies for different students, and 

that we as teachers must also get 

trained for examination time. There are 

however, some things that are true for 

all age groups and we would like to 

mention a few further tips before we 

finish: 

 Make sure students are familiar 

with the structure of the exam: 

Students should be aware of 

what they are expected to do in 

the exam, the steps involved in 

it and how long it will last. 

 

 Familiarise students with 

potential questions: Students 

should have rehearsed the 

exam situation to enhance their 

confidence and be prepared for 

potential questions. 

 

 Remind them about the 

importance of body language:  

between 60 and 70 % of all 

meaning is derived from non- 

verbal behaviour. Tell students 

to be aware of their gestures, 

facial expressions and body 

posture 

 

Remember: If you are already doing 

some of the things that we have 

suggested here, write to us and let us 

know about your experience. 
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Closing Cycles 
Prof. Florencia Insua 

 

 

or most of us teachers the year begins sometime between mid February and 

March and ends with a lot of stress, report cards, grades, practice lessons and 

exams in mid December. We are generally so worried about finishing all the 

things we need to have done by the end of the year that we seldom give our lessons a 

proper closure. How frequently have we given our students the chance to express how 

they feel about their progress? How many times have we celebrated the end of the 

school year? How often have we planned a lesson to say goodbye? 

 

 

Cycle closure is a natural time in the 

school year which points back to the 

objective and holds its relevance. 

Closure allows for a meta-awareness of 

the study process. It ensures that the 

objectives have been met and applied, 

and students reflect on what they have 

gained in terms of knowledge, positive 

experience, strategies, etc. 

Closure is not a summary but room for 

reflection and sharing. With closure you 

pass the torch to the learners. Students 

internalize what they have learnt in the 

course and verbalize it.  

There are many ways of giving closure 

to a class: class discussions, feedback 

to the teacher and the class, self-

evaluation, peer evaluation, etc. All 

these provide a space for the students 

to think back and view the process they 

have been through as a journey that 

has taken them from the beginning of 

the school year to where they are now. 

Effective "Closure" activities at the end 

of the course can help that objective, 

creating what psychologists call the 

Recency Effect, otherwise known as a 

last impression. 

We suggest here some activities that 

may help you have a successful 

closure, which will give your students 

and yourself a new instance of learning. 

F 
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Make a course 
yearbook.  
 
Material needed: you only need paper 

and pens or pencils, a digital camera 

(optional) and art supplies. 

 

In this activity, each student will create 

a page in a class yearbook. If available, 

use a digital camera to take pictures 

that can be printed and pasted on the 

pages. Ask students to record vivid 

memories from the school year on the 

pages.  

Sample prompts about the school year 

almost completed might include the 

following:  

 a favourite lesson  

 a time I really had lots of fun 

 the best book I read  

 the most challenging lesson  

 advice for next year's students  

 something I wish I could do over 

again  

 a skill I have learned that will 

serve me well in the future  

After students have created their 
personal yearbook pages (in writing or 
by using a word processing software 
program), photocopy individual pages 
so that each student can have a 
yearbook of their classmates' memories 
too. 

Extension Activities 

 Encourage students to create 

covers for their yearbooks. 

Stage a cover-design contest. 

Ask students to share their 

designs and have them vote for 

the best design. Allow students 

to select any classmate's design 

(or their own) to use as a 

yearbook cover.  

Note: If a yearbook seems too 
ambitious, you may do something 
similar with a poster of the school 
year.  

Next year resolutions 
 
Give your students some minutes to 

think about aspects they would like to 

work on the following year. You can 

even make a “Next year resolutions” 

poster. 

Eg. Next year I would like to improve 

my pronunciation. 

Next year I would like to hand in my 

assignments on time. 

Next year I would like to do better 

in……………………………. 

 
 
 

The anecdote 
 
Have your students sit in a circle and 

give them some time to recall a 

moment in class in which they had fun, 
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learned something new, something 

interesting or strange happened, the 

best lesson, a boring lesson, etc. You 

will have a whale of a time!!!! 

 

And the card goes to…. 
 
Part of our role as educators is to help 

students develop their self-confidence. 

This activity which can be done as the 

closure in the middle of a class 

celebration aims at leaving a positive 

message and highlighting students´ 

good points to help them enhance their 

confidence. 

Download some certificates from the 

net and fill them in with any good 

comment you have about your 

students. We suggest the following 

website: 

 

http://www.teachnet.com/how-

to/endofyear/certificates060399.html  

 

Here are a few examples of positive 
comments: 

 … is learning to share and listen.   
 … has improved steadily.  
 .....is enthusiastic about 

participating.   
 … has shown strong growth 

in_____.  
 …is a clear thinker.  
 … organizes thoughts well  
 …… has a vast background 

knowledge of _________.  

 … excels in writing original stories 
and poems.  

 … is cooperative, good-mannered.  
 …… makes friends quickly . 
 …has a good attitude.  
 …is doing strong work in all areas.  
 ……uses mature / rich vocabulary.  
 … works well with his/her peers.  

 

Feedback to the teacher 
Prepare a feedback form for your 

students to evaluate you as a teacher. 

Simply tell them that you would like 

their help in becoming a better teacher. 

Leave an option for the pupils to 

answer anonymously. You can ask 

open questions or create an evaluation 

table with a pre-determined set of 

grades.  

For example: 

Always, Usually, Seldom, Never 

Here are some suggestions that you 

can include in your feedback form:  

1. My instructions are clear.  
2. My lessons are interesting.  
3. I respect you and treat you 

fairly.  
4. I am considerate of your 

feelings.  
5. My lessons are varied.  
6. I am patient.  
7. My expectations are 

reasonable.  
8. My tests are fair.  
9. I let you participate enough.  
10. I give you fair grades.  
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Additional comments or suggestions:  

_______________________________  

 

Give students a present 
 
This present could be sharing a poem, 

a song or a video that shows how much 

you care about them. Be sure they will 

leave the classroom with a smile, 

feeling good about the course and 

about themselves! 

Here there are some examples: 

 
Poems 

You're a very special person, and  
__name of student__ you should know 
how I loved to be your teacher, 
how fast the year did go. 

Please take the time to think of me 
as through the years you grow, 
try hard to learn all you can, 
there is so much to know. 

The one thing I tried to teach you, 
to last your whole life through, 
is to know you are special 
just because you are you.  

 

 

I am Glad I was your Teacher! 

I'm glad I was your teacher 
I've come to love you so. 

I can't believe the end is here. 
I hate to see you go. 

Remember all the fun we had 
in all the things we did 
But most of all remember... 
You're a Very Special Kid!  

 

This Hand I Hold 

This hand I hold I touch it now 
For all eternity, 
And the moments that we’ve shared 
will stay in me and you. 

In hope that all you do and say 
Reflects the lessons learned, 
And all the awards that you receive 
Are ones that you have earned. 

I am your present teacher 
And your true friend, 
But when the year is over 
My thoughts of you won't end. 

For in my dearest memory 
Forever you will be, 
And when you go I hope that you  
Will take a part of me. 

This hand I hold I touch it now 
For all eternity, 
And the moments that we’ve shared 
will stay in me and you 
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AEXALEVI 

Second Convention 2012 

 
his year we held our Second 

Convention “In and Out: Fads 

and Trends in ELT” on 

September 14th and 15th . We thank 

you all for joinining us in our concern 

about where we are and where we are 

going in ELT.  We thank all the 

speakers who have given us the 

opportunity to reflect on our teaching 

role as educators, motivators, 

facilitators and leaders: Susan Hillyard, 

B.Ed., Lic. Patricia Veciño and Lic. 

Gladys Ledwith, Prof. Daniel Ferreyra, 

Prof. Marian Derfler, Charlie López, 

M.A., Susana Trabaldo, M.A., Prof. 

Karina Mussi and Trad. Mercedes 

Kamijo, Paula Lopéz Cano, M.A., Lic. 

Luciano Camio, Prof. Aldana Aguirre, 

Sebastián Bianchi, M.A., Marina 

Falasca, M.A. M.Ed. and PhD. Claudia 

Ferradas. Special thanks to I.E.S. 

Lenguas Vivas “J.R.Fernández” and to 

all our sponsors. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  Many teachers and students joined us 

to discuss current issues concerning 

teaching and learning: the relevance of 

technology and its application in 

English Language Teaching (with 

practical tips and websites of easy 

implementation in our lessons), insight 

into examinations and how they affect 

our teaching practices, the magic 

behind storytelling, how conceptual 

metaphors influence our thinking, the 

use of fairy tales to foster language 

development and genre literacy in our 

lessons, “Teaching Unplugged” and its 

T 
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alternative to the overuse of materials, 

and the importance of humour in 

learning.  

 

 

Claudia Ferradas with her closing 

plenary on learning technologies 

opened the discussion which is to be 

the core of future debates on language 

teaching, which is the interaction 

between technological literacy, identity 

construction and intercultural 

awareness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Claudia Ferradas, Ph.D: 
 “Beyond the fad: Learning technologies 

in foreign language teaching” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paula Lopéz Cano, M.A.  
“Testing in ELT: Global Standards,  

Local Design” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coordinator of Alumnos Libres, 
Lic.Diana Ogando and  Liliana Luna, 

M.A., Head at La Asociación. 
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Compañía de María 
A Branch of La Asociación 

Prof. Alejandra Bagattín & Prof. Paola Verando 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

oordinated by Prof. Alejandra Bagattín –an experienced EFL teacher who has 

worked at La Asociación for thirteen years –our branch is based on the 

premises of the homonymous school. Therefore, most of the students attend 

classes there and stay for their English courses after class.  Alejandra and Paola tell us 

about their successful work at Compañía. 

 
Compañía de María Branch is located 

in picturesque Colegiales. It opened its 

doors in the year 2009 and has been 

offering English courses for 

approximately a hundred children, pre-

adolescents and adolescents since 

then. 

As it operates from a school, our 

Colegiales Branch has facilities which 

differ substantially from those at 

Paraguay: there are spacious 

classrooms, two enormous 

playgrounds, a library, a computer 

room, a video room with a huge digital  

 

screen, and an Art classroom at our 

students’ disposal.  

Thus the class dynamics is also very 

particular. After school, our students 

are both ravenous and exhausted. Most 

of them have been at school for about 6 

hours and have not had anything to eat 

or drink for about 2 hours. 

Consequently, they always have a 5-

minute mini-break with us (usually in 

one of the playgrounds), in which they 

share something to eat and drink while 

singing or chatting (about themselves) 

in the foreign language. Apart from 

C
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being a moment of sharing with others, 

it is a wonderful opportunity for 

meaningfully genuine speaking spots, 

as students speak English just to 

communicate something.  

Mini-breaks are also useful to help 

them unwind though exhaustion does 

not totally disappear. Therefore, our 

students need to be constantly 

motivated by teachers. Projects are, 

thus, very likely to be carried out, 

usually accompanied by classroom 

changes. 

 

In our classrooms 
 Classroom Libraries: There is a 

general Reading Box (in the shape 

of a big book) which contains 

graded readers for every group 

(apart from the set readers of every 

course). In one particular spot in the 

classroom, children are presented 

with the box and they must choose 

one book that captures their 

attention. We usually ask children to 

enjoy their books in silence. They 

can also comment on some aspects 

of the book as they read. After that, 

they are allowed to exchange their 

books and to comment on their 

reactions. This activity is not 

necessarily done while sitting on 

chairs. Students are free to read as 

they walk or sit on the floor. The aim 

of this activity is not precisely to 

practise language, but to derive 

pleasure from reading and to foster 

implicit vocabulary acquisition (as 

opposed to explicit vocabulary 

learning). Naturally, after students 

finish reading, they can work on the 

selected literature by making 

posters, paintings or even inventing 

games. Creativity is in full bloom! By 

personalizing their stories and 

making posters which decorate their 

classrooms, students also construct 

a sense of belonging with that 

space. This is particularly important, 

in our case, for students who do not 

attend classes at the same school 

since they may feel like outsiders. 

Children who are regular Compañía 

de María students may be seen as 

having some kind of advantage and 

that should be avoided.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In the classroom 

 

 Circle time: This is likely to occur 

both in the classroom or in the 

playgrounds. Though this is 
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especially typical of the Prep 

courses, it can also be used with 

older groups. Typical circle-time 

activities include: comprehensive 

games to practise grammar and 

vocabulary (board games, jeopardy, 

musical chairs, musical cards), 

storytelling (through the use of 

puppets and props), reading out a 

storybook (so that all kids can see), 

vocabulary presentation (through 

the use of flashcards), singing, 

show-and-tell, or acting out 

stories/dialogues seen in class. The 

list of activities is endless! Even the 

minibreak is possible that way! But 

the idea of circle times is not just to 

leave the classroom and 

decontextualize exhausted 

students, but to foster equality since 

seating arrangements sometimes 

(because of space restrictions or 

internal rules) do not help enable 

this.  

At the computer 
room 
 
There are about 20 PCs which are 

equipped with Wi-fi Internet 

connection. As well as this, there 

are also headphones and 

microphones to go round. So, in 

general, students can work 

individually.  

Usually, younger students use their 

coursebook CD-Roms, in which 

there are activities to systematize 

both grammar and vocabulary, and 

to develop listening and reading 

skills. In older courses, students 

have done special activities for the 

“Mirror of Oneself” project and the 

British Council’s “Sustainability for 

the Games” (see below).  

 

At the video room 
There is a video room equipped 

with a huge digital screen and 

projector. There is surround system 

with buffers all around the 

classroom. The space has different 

rows, but it is more similar to an 

amphitheatre than to a classroom 

so all students can have a good 

view of the video/film that is 

projected. The video room also has 

Wi-fi Internet connection, so online 

videos can be seen without being 

downloaded and transformed into 

DVD files. Thus, on countless 

occasions, teachers go to the video 

room with students in order to show 

short clips as warm-ups. In many 

other cases, this special room is 

used in order to show complete 

films, shorts or coursebook videos 

for systematization and listening 

comprehension. The idea is that 

students use this virtual cinema as 
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an invaluable source of authentic 

input.  

       

   At the library 
As the library is usually closed in 

the evening, it is not frequently used 

during the third shift. However, 

when it is used, students go there to 

choose books to read in groups.  

Besides, the library is generally 

used as a space for individual 

coaching lessons and entrance 

examinations. As it also has Internet 

connection and about five 

computers to use with students, it 

can also be used to search for 

particular information for projects 

and Webquests.  

 

Special Projects 
 
“A MIRROR OF OURSELVES” by 
AEXALEVI TEACHERS’ CENTRE 
 
Within the framework of this project, 

there were different areas to cover. 

Prep I students, for example, 

worked with road safety. Games 

were presented as a means to two 

ends: educating them as 

pedestrians and systematizing 

imperatives with new vocabulary. 

Another group, Children II, worked 

on Children’s Rights and read the 

story “The Little Match Girl” in order 

to be able to open debate and 

practise simple present form. 

Adolescents, besides, worked on 

the environment and education and 

prepared Powerpoint presentations 

to raise consciousness on 

preserving the environment and 

awareness of the differences 

between the English and 

Argentinian education systems, in 

turn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Students playing in the Traffic 
Project 

 
 

READING WEEK by AEXALEVI 
TEACHERS’ CENTRE 
 
Teachers worked on different types of 

stories: classical stories adapted to the 

students’ levels, original graded 

readers, Picture books or comic strips. 

The idea was to help students derive 

pleasure from reading. Another 

important aspect was that students, in 

general, had to produce a new product 
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out of the original text: a poem, a song, 

a video, a comic strip, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Goldilocks and the Three Bears”  
in the Reading Week 

 
SUSTAINABILITY FOR THE GAMES 
by THE BRITISH COUNCIL 
 

Prep I worked basically on the material 

provided by the British Council (on its 

website): flashcards, online games, 

songs and a story. All the vocabulary 

was related to sports and sports 

equipment.  

5th year watched part of a video called 

“Sustainability for the Games” and 

produced a Powerpoint presentation 

highlighting some of the most 

significant issues of the Sustainability 

Project: the building of the venues, 

transport and recycling. This project got 

an award from The British Council 

Argentina.  

 

Special Occasions 
OPEN CLASS 
 
Through the year, parents are usually 

invited to share a class with their 

children. Basically, the philosophy 

behind this is to make parents aware of 

the progress their children are making. 

Parents and children have fun and 

those parents who cannot speak 

English may also learn something. In 

general, teachers make a mini-

demonstration of all the types of 

activities usually done in class: video 

watching, computer-based activities, 

reading and games are among the 

most frequent tasks in Open Classes.  

 

 

HALLOWEEN 
This is a particular occasion on which 

students are not only taught different 

vocabulary items connected with 

Halloween but are also given the 

chance to invite an “outside” friend (a 

friend who does not attend English 

classes there or anywhere else) to 

come and enjoy Halloween with them. 

Apart from typical Halloween games or 

arts and crafts, students usually have a 

pic-nic, watch some “horror” film or 

short clip and play with their friends. 

Again, the idea of this special occasion 

is to help our students show how much 

progress they have made, thereby 

making them taking pride in who they 

are and what they have attained.  

 

Thank you, Alejandra & Paola! 


